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General Pershing Endorses Rank for Nurses 215 

Gen. Pershing. If we would give nurses guns, we would not need to give 
them rank. 

Mr. Greene. I dare say. This question is interesting in this sense, that 
when we try to establish military grades of greater numbers than we have now, 
we are confronted with the popular misunderstanding of the subject which makes 
them fail to distinguish between men of different rank. 

Gen. Pershing. I quite appreciate your point in the matter, and the same 
criticism is very frequently made by the army people themselves, but as I said 
with reference to this question of giving rank to nurses, the only point I would 
make is to place them in a position where they might not be embarrassed so 
much in the carrying out of their orders. 

Senator Wadsworth. (James W. Wadsworth, Jr., Republican, of Grove- 
land, New York, Chairman of Senate Military Affairs Committee). As I under- 
stand it, General, they request a little sign of rank, an insignia, something to 
indicate authority that they have to meet an emergency, which does not come up 
very often, but sometimes is very important. 

Gen. Pershing. Yes. 



THE MALARIA PROBLEM OF THE SOUTH 

Conveyance. — Without going into the question of conveyance of malaria by 
the mosquitoes, I will lay down a few postulates: 

1. Malaria is caused by parasites in the blood of the person suffering from 
it. Persons with such parasites in their blood are infected with malaria. 

2. Those parasites were injected into the person by the bite of a mosquito 
infected with the parasite. Man receives infection in no other way. 

3. The mosquito herself received this infection by having previously fed on 
a person whose blood contained such parasites. The mosquito acquires infection 
in no other way. 

4. The only mosquitoes which are infected with malaria are those of the 
genus Anopheles, and not all species of Anopheles are efficient carriers of malaria. 

The change from man to the mosquito and back again is necessary for the 
continuous existence of the parasites, just as necessary as that change for the germ 
of wheat by which it is alternately in the ground and in the air. The malaria 
parasite cannot live indefinitely in the mosquito; it cannot live indefinitely, al- 
though much longer, in man. Without this continued change between the 
two hosts the parasite dies. This, then, gives us our clue for malaria control: 
(1) Keep infected mosquitoes away from man; or (2) keep mosquitoes away from 
infected men. The control of either host — the mosquito or the man — will eliminate 
malaria. 

Area of Prevalence. — One encouraging fact about malaria in the United 
States is that the area of prevalence, certainly the area in which it is severe, is 
lessening. In eastern North Carolina there is not now one-third of the malaria 
there was in the eighties. I think the same is generally true, though, perhaps, 
not to the same degree, in all of the cotton states. On the other hand, it has 
increased in some sections of these and other states. — By H. R. Carter, U. S. 
Public Health Service. 



